Abused
kids’
center
to grow

Lake-Sumter
Children’s Advocacy
Center building new
facility in Leesburg
I'r MICHELLE L. START

cacy Center ia working on a place to
call ita own,

The agency, which works with sex-
ually and physically abused children,
in building a 3 400-square-foot facili-
ty on Canal Street in Leeaburg. Offf.
cials work with 300 to 325 children
from infants to 18-vear-obds.

(fTicials now reot a reoovated
house in Tavares. They also have a
facility in Bushnell.

"We just started construction,”
agid Diane Pisczek, executive direc-
tor. “The foundation is being poured.
We expect to be under roof within the
pext 30 (o 45 days”

Ehe said officials hope to move in
to the new facility within the next six
manths.

"It hos been o dream to the agency
and the board of directors to con-
struct a facility from the pround
that is dedicated to children and chil-
dren’s peeds” Pisczek said.

She said the Tavares facility was
not designed for its current use,
which has made some things, such as
videotaping sessions, tricky.

“What we have here is wonderful,
but it wes originally a residence”
Fll-l‘:eh siid. “We need specialized
rocms,”

The facility is expected fo cost
about $400,000 to comstruct. Grants
and community donations will offset
the costs, according to Pisczek

The community has besn
extremely supportive,” she said, *We
are about §100,000 short of our goal,
but we are hopeful of having it by the
time it opens ap.”

A representative from the Univer-
iﬁﬁiimh' s child protection team

work out of the new facility, con-
ducting medical exams,

Pisceck said officials also are hop-
mg officials from lew enforcament,
the state attorney’s office and the
Department of Children and Fami-
lies will also have offices in the new

building.



