Kids’ fundraiser moves online
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LEESBURG = A partnership
between The Dadlv Commercial and n
loeal children's agency is expected to
raige thousands of dollare for the orga-
nization. The Lake Sumter Children's
Advoraey Center iz bringing itz annunl
Bida for Hids Auction online this vear
with the newspaper's help.

The center offerz froe services o
phyaically and sexunlly abused chil-
dren in Lake ond Sumter counties,
including  forensic medical exams,
counseling and pet therapy,

TAll the money goss to the conter,”
gaid Christine Heaton, member of the
Center's Hoand of Directors, “We do get
grant money, state as well as from pri-
vate corporations, bul without this
annual fundraizer, we could not keep
our doars open. We don’t charge any of
our clienta.”

This is the seventh year for the auc
tion, but the first time it will be affered
anline. Last vear, the auction raised
more than 100,000, The Daily Com-
mercial has sponsored the event every
VEAT.

" Some of the items being auctioned

off are a new car from Cindy Clark
Chevrolet, jewelry, gift certificates and
congert tickets.

“Wa're very fortunate to have a lot of
the major eorporations around the
area Lelp us,” Heaton ssid. !

Ron Wallace, publisher of The Dadly
Commercind, smid he'’s looking forward
to thiz year's auction.

15 i3 a major event, The children

- ean't do this Ives; it's totally

dependent on people like Christine and
the many volunteers who work at the
Children’s Advoeacy Center, By poing
pmlime, we're givin e who mayhe
woulde't have hadgli-:puppurluujf;m
partcipnte before, to partivipate from
thetr owen hoaee,” Wallace said, i
Aaron Pinkus, IT director for Har-
borPoint Medin, = running the saline
auction. He said he was happy to help.
"I’ very excited, This is giving them
the opporlunity to hit 0 much wider
baze, During their live auction, they
were only able to sell items based ong
whio was there,” Pinkus suid, *T'm excit-
ed for us, the newspaper, to be able to
help out such a groat agency like the
Children’s Advecaey Center”
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The Commervial's Marketing
[fireetor, Ed Rizen, worked for
months putting the auction

T,

*] think it's great. It's o great
opportunity for & locnl organiza-
tion te increase their visihility
and earning potential,” he said.

Bidding #tarts at 9 a.m, today
and will last until 9 pom. March
4, You can bid ot wwwdaily.
commercial.com, Find out more
ghout the Lake Sumter Chil-
dren's Advocacy Center ot
http-‘home.earthlink net/
—eaedlidy



