Kids’ center up and running

Move into new facility
was slowed by storm

By MICHELLE L. START
Py Commnroa] Staft Wiiter
LEESBURG

Officials with the Lake-Sumter Chil-
dren's Advicaey Center planned for months
to muve fnlo thelr dew 32,000 sguare fuof
freilite Inst Frodoy el oven boad voluntears
toed up to help, but Hurricane Charley
changed those plins

Many of the volunlivers — firemen und
pilice officors — ivwtend found tHemselves
planning for & possible Lake County disas-
tio, beaving workers with the advoeney ben-

ter o move things in themeslves

"We're operating out of the s plaoe
right now,” seid Executive Divector Dinne
Pisezek. “All of nur stafl onol herp yet; bl
we have enough things o eporite out ol
here”

Piverek anil] the sdyvoemey center, which
proviously was i Tovares, movid to Lees
burg sftor the lond for the pew building
waoz donated

W wore rentimg the faclity in Tavames,”
shie sald, “I0 wids flioerional fue us for & long
tima, but il was not set up to be thi kind of
facility we wanted. which was child-friend
%"

It if fmpertant that the conter be child:
fripndly beesuse officiuls ot the advocney

ceplier work with children who have been
phiysically or sexinlly abosed. THe center
coupisels children, provides o safe spot for
families with children m foster care work-
ing toward rewnifiention und does forensic
interviows of phused childesn

The new eenler houses three Interview
rooms bnd a play therapy moom and wall
apan offer pot thernpy, A nomse proctifioner
from the University of Flondn works on
site, J'TFM'IIiIIu_' midical exams I necesaur
AlL thie services provided pt Lhe contor are
[ree,

Each of the interview rooms figs o video
o, S0 sessons can be taped, and police
officers and dther personnel associated
with Katls Central Tne and the Depurtment

of Children and Fumllies e witeh fror
gnother room,

“(fton the tape ean be used 10 courd, so
the child only hos te tell the story anee,”
Piscauk vind

(Mhcialy spent o yoar and o holl mising
E400.000 to buld the gew facility Limd
ecamy wod domated, ug wory some olher
HETVICES

“The commumnity has o trrmendously
supportive of us,” Puacesk sl “We ware
grateful recipients of o lol of donations
This would nut have been possible withoo!
g |nt of people believing m what we do here
pnd aypporiog it”

An upen louse at the eenter s being
planned [or Soplomber
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