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Fundraiser
benefits center
to help fight
child abuse

By J.R. DUREN
DAILY SUN

THE VILLAGES - The
fight against: child abuse in
Lake and 'Sumter counties
became a little .more éven
Saturday. -

More - than 300 people
attended- a pancake breakfast

fundraiser Saturday at R]J.

Gator's at Lake Sumter Land-
ing. Proceeds form the $5-per-
ticket fundraiser went to Lake
Sumter Children’s Advocacy
Center. The donations from
the ‘event help the battle
‘against an alarming rise in
abuse cases, said Diane
Pisczek, CAC’s . executive
(director. ~ - . L.

“It is extremely heartwarm-
ing that folks, even in these
times, are willing to support
the advocacy center,” she said.
“The community support is
invaluable to us”

Pisczek's center offers
abused children from Lake

See FUNDRAISER, c:

JR. Duren / Daily Sun’

Village of Amelia residents Walteér and Janice Martin, left, Village of Sunset Pointe
residents Bill and Maria Satterfield and son Derek, rear, enjoy breakfast Saturday at RJ.

Gator’s. The breakfast was part of a
County Children’s Advocacy Center.
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and Sumter counties super-
vised visitation, forensic
interviews, counseling, med-
ical evaluations and other
resources, all frée of charge.
Donations  from  the
fundraiser will help fund all of
these services, Pisczek said.
- The money comes at a
critical time, she said, as the
center took in 725 children

" last year, a 33 percent

increase from the previou
year. . :
“When the economy dips,

‘the iricidents of child abuse

increase,” CAC Assistant
Director Donna Richey said.
“Although we have more chil-
dren to see, we have less dis-
posable income with which
to address those (cases)”

In a 2008 fact sheet
released by the United States

' Department of Health and

Human Services, research
indicates abused or neglected
children are 11 times more
likely to be arrested for crim-
inal behavioras 2 Jjuvenile, are

more likely to have behav-

_ ioral problems, are more like-

ly to abuse alcohol and drugs
and are more likely to have
unprotected sex. .
Deonations like the ones
Villagers gave to CAC are
critical, as they fund services
that can intervene in a child’s
life and redirect that young
person toward a restored life
said Ben Tanzer, senior direc-

‘tor of strategic communica-
tions at Prevent Child Abuse

America, a national child
abuse awareness group with a
chapter in Tallahassee.  ~
“It’s- a big deal to support
organizations like .(CAC),
because it impacts lives,” he

“said. “An investment in. chil-

dren is an investment in a
community. Playing a role at
any level can have a ripple
effect across the country.

That's exciting and that’s

important” : :

Village of Sunset Pointe
residents Bill. and Maria
Satterfield attended the
fundraiser.

The  Satterfields have
experience in working with
abused ard neglected teens —

pancake fundraiser that benefitéd the Lake Sumter

Bill as a member of 2 commu-
nity task force in New York
City, and Maria asa former
principal of an Englewood,
NJ., high school. _

Bill said retirement gives
them more time to find caus-
es like the advocacy center’s.

“We have a background
working with kids. We under-
stand,” Bill said. “When
you're retired, other than
your grandkids, what else do
you have to da? This is the
best place in the world to
support a cause like this)

As a former principal,
Maria  encountered ~many
abused or neglected students
who felt they had nowhere to
turn for help. '

“If you have an agency like
the onme we're sponsoring,
kids will have somewhere to
go,” she said. , -

“When you can intervene
early,” Pisczek said, “the cycle
does not have to continue”

JR, Duren is a reporter
with the Daily Sun. He can be -
reached at 753-1119, ext
9260, or james.duiren@
thevillagesmedia.com.



